[Slowly progressive aphemia--a case report].
A 69-year-old women was admitted to Tokyo Medical and Dental University Hospital because of slowly progressive difficulty in speech production over 8-years. On admission, her spontaneous speech was non-fluent, limited to one-syllable utterance, and severely efforty. But her visual and auditory comprehension was preserved. There was no significant general intellectual deterioration. Severe buccofacial apraxia, but no swallowing was observed. So we considered her difficulty in speech as aphemia. Three-dimensionally reconstructed surface MR image clearly showed severe atrophy in the posterior part of the left inferior frontal gyrus and the lower part of the left pre-central gyrus. The FDG-PET demonstrated a focal hypometabolism in the same region. The lesion in this area was suggested to be a cause of speech production difficulty in this case.